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§ 25.977 Fuel tank outlet.
(a) There must be a fuel strainer for

the fuel tank outlet or for the booster
pump. This strainer must—

(1) For reciprocating engine powered
airplanes, have 8 to 16 meshes per inch;
and

(2) For turbine engine powered air-
planes, prevent the passage of any ob-
ject that could restrict fuel flow or
damage any fuel system component.

(b) [Reserved]
(c) The clear area of each fuel tank

outlet strainer must be at least five
times the area of the outlet line.

(d) The diameter of each strainer
must be at least that of the fuel tank
outlet.

(e) Each finger strainer must be ac-
cessible for inspection and cleaning.

[Amdt. 25–11, 32 FR 6913, May 5, 1967, as
amended by Amdt. 25–36, 39 FR 35460, Oct. 1,
1974]

§ 25.979 Pressure fueling system.
For pressure fueling systems, the fol-

lowing apply:
(a) Each pressure fueling system fuel

manifold connection must have means
to prevent the escape of hazardous
quantities of fuel from the system if
the fuel entry valve fails.

(b) An automatic shutoff means must
be provided to prevent the quantity of
fuel in each tank from exceeding the
maximum quantity approved for that
tank. This means must—

(1) Allow checking for proper shutoff
operation before each fueling of the
tank; and

(2) Provide indication at each fueling
station of failure of the shutoff means
to stop the fuel flow at the maximum
quantity approved for that tank.

(c) A means must be provided to pre-
vent damage to the fuel system in the
event of failure of the automatic shut-
off means prescribed in paragraph (b)
of this section.

(d) The airplane pressure fueling sys-
tem (not including fuel tanks and fuel
tank vents) must withstand an ulti-
mate load that is 2.0 times the load
arising from the maximum pressures,
including surge, that is likely to occur
during fueling. The maximum surge
pressure must be established with any
combination of tank valves being ei-

ther intentionally or inadvertently
closed.

(e) The airplane defueling system
(not including fuel tanks and fuel tank
vents) must withstand an ultimate
load that is 2.0 times the load arising
from the maximum permissible
defueling pressure (positive or nega-
tive) at the airplane fueling connec-
tion.

[Amdt. 25–11, 32 FR 6913, May 5, 1967, as
amended by Amdt. 25–38, 41 FR 55467, Dec. 20,
1976; Amdt. 25–72, 55 FR 29785, July 20, 1990]

§ 25.981 Fuel tank temperature.

(a) The highest temperature allowing
a safe margin below the lowest ex-
pected auto ignition temperature of
the fuel in the fuel tanks must be de-
termined.

(b) No temperature at any place in-
side any fuel tank where fuel ignition
is possible may exceed the temperature
determined under paragraph (a) of this
section. This must be shown under all
probable operating, failure, and mal-
function conditions of any component
whose operation, failure, or malfunc-
tion could increase the temperature in-
side the tank.

[Amdt. 25–11, 32 FR 6913, May 5, 1967]

FUEL SYSTEM COMPONENTS

§ 25.991 Fuel pumps.

(a) Main pumps. Each fuel pump re-
quired for proper engine operation, or
required to meet the fuel system re-
quirements of this subpart (other than
those in paragraph (b) of this section,
is a main pump. For each main pump,
provision must be made to allow the
bypass of each positive displacement
fuel pump other than a fuel injection
pump (a pump that supplies the proper
flow and pressure for fuel injection
when the injection is not accomplished
in a carburetor) approved as part of the
engine.

(b) Emergency pumps. There must be
emergency pumps or another main
pump to feed each engine immediately
after failure of any main pump (other
than a fuel injection pump approved as
part of the engine).
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